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MISSOURI STATE AUDITOR’S OFFICE 
FISCAL NOTE (No.  04-09) 
 
Subject 
 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 29 submitting to the voters a constitutional amendment 
relating to Marriage.  (Received May 28, 2004)  
 

Date  
 
 May 28, 2004 
 
Description 
 

This proposal would amend Article I of the Missouri Constitution by adding Section 33 to 
specify that marriage in Missouri, to be valid and recognized, would exist only between a 
man and a woman.    
 

Public comments and other input 
 

The Committee on Legislative Research, Oversight Division prepared a fiscal note 
summary that was used in preparing this fiscal note.  The State Auditor's Office received 
input from the Recorder of Deeds Office in Boone County, Greene County, Jackson 
County and St. Louis County.   

 
Assumptions  
  

The Committee on Legislative Research, Oversight Division assumed that there would be 
no direct fiscal impact to state and local governments other than the cost to hold the 
election. 
 
 Officials from the Recorder of Deeds Office in Boone County, Greene County, Jackson 
County and St. Louis County indicated this initiative petition would have no fiscal impact 
as state law currently designates that a marriage license can only be issued to a man and a 
woman.  
 
Currently, §451.022 RSMo, indicates that it is the public policy of this state to recognize 
marriage only between a man and a woman.  Any purported marriage not between a man 
and a woman is invalid.  No recorder shall issue a marriage license, except to a man and a 
woman.  A marriage between persons of the same sex will not be recognized for any 
purpose in this state even when valid when contracted.   
 
Our fiscal note is based on the assumption that there will be no fiscal impact to the state 
and local governments as this proposal would amend the constitution with similar 
language as to what is currently in the Missouri Revised Statutes.   
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Fiscal Note Summary 
 

The estimated fiscal impact of this proposed measure to state and local governments is 
$0. 
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